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AN ACT 

 
AMENDING TITLE 41, CHAPTER 27, ARTICLE 2, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING 
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 41, chapter 27, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 41-3018.01, to read: 3 
41-3018.01.  Arizona sentencing commission; termination July 1, 4 

2018 5 
A.  THE ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION TERMINATES ON JULY 1, 2018. 6 
B.  TITLE 41, CHAPTER 44 IS REPEALED ON JANUARY 1, 2019. 7 
Sec. 2.  Title 41, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding 8 

chapter 44, to read: 9 
CHAPTER 44 10 

ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION 11 
ARTICLE 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 12 

41-4401.  Arizona sentencing commission; membership; duties 13 
A.  THE ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF THE 14 

FOLLOWING MEMBERS: 15 
1.  THE GOVERNOR OR THE GOVERNOR'S DESIGNEE. 16 
2.  THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S DESIGNEE. 17 
3.  TWO MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY 18 

THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND WHO ARE MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT 19 
POLITICAL PARTIES.  THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SHALL 20 
DESIGNATE ONE OF THESE MEMBERS AS COCHAIRPERSON. 21 

4.  TWO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 22 
SENATE AND WHO ARE MEMBERS OF DIFFERENT POLITICAL PARTIES.  THE PRESIDENT OF 23 
THE SENATE SHALL DESIGNATE ONE OF THESE MEMBERS AS COCHAIRPERSON. 24 

5.  TWO SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF 25 
THE SUPREME COURT, ONE OF WHOM IS APPOINTED FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION 26 
OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS OR MORE AND ONE OF WHOM IS APPOINTED 27 
FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 28 
PERSONS. 29 

6.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS OR THE 30 
DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 31 

7.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OR THE DIRECTOR'S 32 
DESIGNEE. 33 

8.  TWO CHIEFS OF POLICE OR THEIR DESIGNEES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE 34 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, ONE OF WHOM IS FROM A CITY WITH A POPULATION OF TWO 35 
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS OR MORE AND ONE OF WHOM IS FROM A CITY WITH A 36 
POPULATION OF LESS THAN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS. 37 

9.  TWO COUNTY SHERIFFS OR THEIR DESIGNEES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE 38 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ONE OF WHOM IS FROM A COUNTY WITH A 39 
POPULATION OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS OR MORE AND ONE OF WHOM IS 40 
FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 41 
PERSONS. 42 

10.  ONE MEMBER OF THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY WHO HAS A BACKGROUND IN 43 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE OR CORRECTIONS POLICY AND WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF 44 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 45 
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11.  ONE MEMBER WHO IS A DIRECTOR OF AN ADULT PROBATION PROGRAM AND WHO 1 
IS APPOINTED BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT. 2 

12.  ONE MEMBER WHO IS A REPRESENTATIVE OF A PRISONER'S ADVOCACY GROUP 3 
AND WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 4 

13.  ONE MEMBER WHO IS A VICTIM'S ADVOCATE AND WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE 5 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 6 

14.  TWO COUNTY ATTORNEYS OR THEIR DESIGNEES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE 7 
ARIZONA PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S ADVISORY COUNCIL, ONE OF WHOM IS FROM A COUNTY 8 
WITH A POPULATION OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS OR MORE AND ONE OF 9 
WHOM IS FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY 10 
THOUSAND PERSONS. 11 

15.  FOUR CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS WHO ARE APPOINTED BY AN 12 
ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, ONE OF WHOM IS A COUNTY 13 
PUBLIC DEFENDER FROM A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY 14 
THOUSAND PERSONS OR MORE, ONE OF WHOM IS A PUBLIC DEFENDER FROM A COUNTY WITH 15 
A POPULATION OF LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS, ONE OF WHOM 16 
IS A PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR A CITY AND ONE OF WHOM IS IN PRIVATE PRACTICE. 17 

16.  ONE CITY PROSECUTOR WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE ARIZONA PROSECUTING 18 
ATTORNEY'S ADVISORY COUNCIL. 19 

17.  ONE MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF 20 
THE SUPREME COURT. 21 

18.  ONE PUBLIC MEMBER WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR AND WHO IS NOT 22 
AND HAS NEVER BEEN AN ATTORNEY, JUDGE OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. 23 

B.  EACH MEMBER SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS EXCEPT THAT THE 24 
INITIAL MEMBERS WHO ARE APPOINTED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPHS 4, 5, 25 
6, 10 AND 15 SHALL SERVE A TERM OF TWO YEARS. 26 

C.  THE COMMISSION SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE DURING EACH CALENDAR 27 
QUARTER AND ADDITIONALLY AS THE COCHAIRPERSONS DEEM NECESSARY.  TWO-THIRDS OF 28 
THE MEMBERS CONSTITUTE A QUORUM FOR THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS, AND ALL 29 
MEETINGS SHALL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 30 

D.  THE COMMISSION SHALL: 31 
1.  REVIEW SENTENCING LAWS, POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN THIS STATE AND 32 

THEIR IMPACT ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS MANAGEMENT. 33 
2.  REVIEW SENTENCING LAWS, POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN OTHER STATES AND 34 

DETERMINE THEIR SUCCESSES AND FAILURES. 35 
3.  MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CHANGES TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES AND 36 

SENTENCING LAWS. 37 
4.  STUDY SENTENCING ALTERNATIVES, INCLUDING PRISON WORK PROGRAMS, WORK 38 

RELEASE, HOME ARREST, PROBATION, PAROLE AND OTHER OPTIONS FOR OFFENDERS WHO 39 
CAN BE SUPERVISED AND REHABILITATED THROUGH COST EFFECTIVE MEANS. 40 

5.  STUDY SENTENCING PRACTICES IN THIS STATE TO IDENTIFY IF ANY SOCIAL, 41 
RACIAL, GEOGRAPHICAL OR OTHER BIAS EXISTS. 42 

6.  STUDY AND MONITOR THE PRISON SYSTEM'S CURRENT AND FUTURE PRISONER 43 
CAPACITY. 44 

7.  ASSEMBLE INFORMATION ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SENTENCES IMPOSED. 45 
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8.  STUDY SENTENCING PRACTICES IN THIS STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 1 
DETERMINING WHETHER AND TO WHAT EXTENT DISPARITIES EXIST AMONG VARIOUS COURTS 2 
WITH RESPECT TO THE LENGTH OF SENTENCES IMPOSED AND THE USE OF PROBATION. 3 

9.  MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MAINTAINING MEANINGFUL JUDICIAL DISCRETION 4 
BY ALLOWING JUDGES THE FLEXIBILITY TO INDIVIDUALIZE SENTENCES BASED ON THE 5 
UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH CASE. 6 

E.  THE COMMISSION MAY: 7 
1.  REQUEST INFORMATION, DATA AND REPORTS FROM ANY STATE AGENCY OR 8 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE AND FROM JUDICIAL OFFICERS OF THIS STATE. 9 
2.  HOLD HEARINGS, CONDUCT FACT FINDING TOURS AND TAKE TESTIMONY FROM 10 

WITNESSES THAT MAY ASSIST THE COMMISSION IN FULFILLING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. 11 
3.  PERFORM OR DELEGATE ANY OTHER FUNCTION THAT MAY BE NECESSARY TO 12 

CARRY OUT THE COMMISSION'S PURPOSE. 13 
F.  ON THE REQUEST OF THE COMMISSION, AN AGENCY OF THIS STATE SHALL 14 

PROVIDE TO THE COMMISSION ITS SERVICES, EQUIPMENT, PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES 15 
TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE WITHOUT COST TO THE COMMISSION. 16 

G.  MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION 17 
BUT ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES PURSUANT TO TITLE 38, CHAPTER 18 
4, ARTICLE 2.  19 

H.  THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT OF ITS ACTIVITIES AND 20 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF 21 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 22 
BEFORE DECEMBER 31 OF EACH EVEN NUMBERED YEAR AND SHALL PROVIDE A COPY OF THE 23 
REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE ARIZONA STATE 24 
LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC RECORDS.  25 

Sec. 3.  Purpose 26 
Pursuant to section 41-2955, subsection E, Arizona Revised Statutes, 27 

the legislature establishes the Arizona sentencing commission to promote 28 
public safety, the avoidance of unfair disparity in sentencing, the rational 29 
use of correctional resources and transparency. 30 
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